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Before the World War these islands were
under the control of Germany and the United
States, but in 1914 a British force from New
SAMARKAND, sam ar kanf, a city in
uzbekistan, is situated on the Transcaspian
Railway, 140 miles east of Bokhara. The city
is divided into the native, or old, quarters and
the Russian, or modern, quarters. In the
native quarters is a large central square.
This part of the city has narrow streets and
contains a number of mosques and bazaars.
The Russian quarter dates from 1871 and is
constructed on a more modern plan. The
city contains the tomb of Tamerlane, who
formerly ruled a vast empire of which Sam-
arkand was the center. Samarkand has a
good trade in cotton, rice, silk, gold and silver
wares, pottery and wines. Population. 1933.
154,600.
SAM'NITES, several ancient tribes of
Lower Italy, of Sabine stock. They were a
brave, frugal and religious people, who were
brought under complete subjugation by the
Romans after wars waged with few interrup-
tions for fifty-three years. When the Italian
allies of Rome revolted in 900 B. C., the Sam-
nites again fought desperately against their
oppressors, but were entirely subdued by Sul-
la, and the tribes were almost exterminated.
SAMO'A or SAMOAN ISLANDS, former-
ly called navigator's islands, a group of is-
lands in the Pacific Ocean, situated between
13° 25' and 14° 30' south latitude and between
168° and 173° west longitude. They are
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4,300 miles southwest of San Francisco
and 2,400 miles northeast of Sydney, Aus-
tralia. The islands are fourteen in number,
and are of volcanic origin. Their total area
is about 1,100 square miles, and their popu-
lation is about 39,000. The islands are de-
cidedly mountainous and contain volcanic
cones which rise to over 5,500 feet. The vege-
tation is of a tropical nature and is luxuriant.
The climate, though hot, is healthful, but the
islands are subject to violent hurricanes. One
of the most disastrous, in 1889, caused wide-
spread destruction of property and life.
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TITTUILA I.
Zealand occupied Apia, on the German island
of Upolu, and within a short time New Zea-
land extended its control over all of German
Samoa. The only islands of importance are
Savaii, 660 square miles in area, Upolu, 340
square miles, and Tutuila with seventy-seven
square miles and a population of 7,250. Tu-
tuila is under the administration of the
United States, which maintains a garrison at
Pago Pago, the only good harbor in the is-
lands. Savaii was German territory at the
outbreak of the war. Robert Louis Stevenson
lived on Upolu for years, and his grave is on
a hillside overlooking Apia. The natives are
the best type of the Malay race.
SA'MOS, saf malis, one of the principal is-
lands of the Aegean Sea, separated from Asia
Minor by a narrow strait. The area is about
289 square miles and its population, almost
entirely Greek, is 65,000. It is traversed by a
mountain range. Its fertile lowlands yield
an abundance of raisins, fruits, mastic, corn,
oil and Muscadine wine. The island also con-
tains valuable marble quarries. It was a
possession of Turkey until 1912; Greece
gained it in the first Balkan War.
SAMOTKRACE, victory of. See sub-
head, under sculpture.
SAMFSON, william: thokas (1840-
1902), an American naval officer, born at
Palmyra, 1ST. Y. At the age of seventeen he
was appointed a midshipman in the United
States Naval Academy at Annapolis, gradu-
ated at the head of his class in 1861 and was
immediately ushered into service. In 1866
he was promoted to be lieutenant-commander,
while on the Colorado. From 1868 to 1871
he was instructor at the Naval Academy, and
again from 1876 to 1879; and from 1886 to
1890 he was its superintendent, Prom 1893
to 1897 lie was cMef of the bureau of ord-

